Word Part Reference

The Most Common Prefixes in English

Prefix Meaning % of prefixed words | Examples

un not; opposite 26% uncover, unlock, unsafe

re again; back 14% rewrite, reread, return

in/im/ir/il not; into 1% incorrect, insert, inexpensive,
illegal, irregular, inability

dis away, apart, negative 7% discover, discontent, distrust

en/em cause to 4% enjoy, endure, enlighten, entail

mis wrong; bad 3% mistake, misread, misspell,
misbehave

pre before 3% prevent, pretest, preplan

pro in favor of 1% protect, profess, provide, process

a not; in, on, without 1% atypical, anemia, anonymous,

apolitical, apathy >




Most Common Suffixes in English

Suffix Meaning %of prefixed | Examples
words

S, es more than one 31% movies, wishes, hats,

plural amendments

ed in the past 20% walked, jumped, helped

past tense

ing In the present 14% walking, jumping, helping

present tense

ly how something is 7% quickly, fearfully, easily, happily,

adverb majestically, nonchalantly

er,or one who, what/that/which 4% teacher, tailor, conductor, boxer,

noun baker, survivor, orator

jon, tion, sion | state, quality; act 4% action, erosion, vision, invitation,

noun conclusion, condemnation

able, ible able to be, can be done 2% comfortable, likable, enjoyable,

adjective solvable, sensible, incredible

al, ial related to, like 1% fatal, cordial, structural, territorial,

adjective categorical 3

aqua water Greek | aquarium, aqueduct, aquaculture, aquamarine, aquaplane,
aquatic

aud hearing Latin audio, audition, audiovisual, auditorium, audiotape, inaudible

auto self Greek | autograph, autobiography, automobile, autocrat, autonomy

astro star Greek | astronomy, astrophysics, astrology, astronaut, astronomer,
asterisk

biblio book Greek | Bible, bibliography, bibliophobia, bibliophile, biblioklept

bio life Greek | biography, biology,autobiography, bionic, biotic, antibiotic, biome,
bioshere, biometrics

chrono time Greek | synchronize, chronology,chronic, chronicle, anachronism

corp body Latin corpse, corporation, corps,incorporate, corporeal, corpulence

demo the people | Greek | democracy, demography,epidemic, demotic, endemic, pandemic

dic, dict speak, tell | Latin dictate, dictation, diction, dictator, verdict, predict, contradict,
benediction, jurisdiction, predict, indict, edict

dorm sleep Latin dormant, dormitory, dormer, dormouse, dormition, dormitive

geo earth Greek | geology, geologist, geometry, geography, geographer, 4
geopolitical, geothermal, geocentric




Common Latin and Greek Roots

graph to write, to draw | Greek | autograph, biography, photograph, telegraph, lithograph
hydro water Greek | hydroplane, dehydrate, hydroelectric, hydrogen, hydrophone
ject throw Latin reject, deject, project, inject, injection, projection
logos, logy | study Greek | geology, astrology, biology, numerology, zoology,
technology, psychology, anthropology, mythology
luna moon Latin lunar, lunacy, lunatic, interlunar
meter measure Greek | meter, thermometer, diameter, geometry, optometry,
barometer, centimeter, symmetry, voltammeter
mega great, large, big | Greek | megaphone,megalith, megalomania, megatons, megalopolis
min small, little Latin minimal, minimize, minimum, mini, miniature, minuscule,
minute, minority
mit, mis send Latin mission, transmit, transmission, remit, missile,submission,
permit, emit, emissary
path feeling, suffering | Greek | pathetic, pathology, apathy, antipathy, sympathy, telepathy,
empathy, sociopath
ped foot Latin pedestrian, pedal, peddle, peddler, pedicure, pedometer
philia love, friendship Greek | philosopher, Philadelphia, philanthropist, philharmonic, Philip
5
Common Latin and Greek Roots
phono | sound | Greek | phonograph, microphone, symphony, telephone, phonogram,
megaphone, phony, euphony, xylophone, phony,
photo | light Greek | photograph, photosynthesis, telephoto, photometer, photophilia
port carry Latin port, transport, transportation, portable, portage, report
spect | see Latin respect, inspection, inspector, spectator, spectacles,prospect
scope | look at | Greek | microscope, telescope, periscope, kaleidoscope, episcopal
sol sun Latin solar, solar system, solstice, solarium, parasol
struct | build, Latin instruct, instruction, construction, reconstruction, destruct,
form destruction, infrastructure, construe, instrument, instrumental
tele distant | Greek | telephone, television,telegraph, telephoto, telescope, telepathy,
telethon, telegenic
terra land Latin territory, terrestrial, terrace, terrarium, extraterrestrial, Mediterranean
Sea, terra cotta, subterranean




